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Reconciling Congregation 
Convocation 


A Reconciling Congregation (RC) 
convocation is not easy to 
describe. It is like an old- 
fashioned revival...a family re- 
union...a spiritual retreat...and a 
model of the inclusive Body of 
Christ--all woven into one long 
weekend. The 375 RC members 
and friends who gathered in 
Minneapolis July 13-16 joined in 
a wondrous celebration of the 
dynamic and growing RC move- 
ment. 


AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA 

..Challenged...to. take on the 
tasks: of reconciling ministries. — 
VVVVVVVVVIVVVVVVIVVVVVVV 


Daily worship focused on the 
theme Bound for the Promised 
Land and recognized the fullness 
of the journey RCs are embarked 
upon. Preachers Bill Bouton, 
Annette Jones, Jeanne Audrey 
Powers and Andrew Robinson- 
Gaither challenged participants to 
take on the tasks of reconciling 
ministries. 


Please turn to page three... 
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Getting Ready for General Conference: 
The Church's Witness FOR Civil Rights of Gay, Lesbian & Bisexual Persons 


"Hold onto your hats!” 


Practically (and theologically?) speaking, that’s good advice to 


follow when the Holy Spirit is involved. And I do believe She 
must have had a hand in what happened during the recent meet- 
ing of the committee appointed to plan the witness event for 
General Conference. 


You may remember that after Amendment 2 was passed in 


Colorado, Affirmation (and a whole lot of other church folk) 
challenged the location of the 1996 General Conference in that 
state. A compromise was reached to retain Denver as the site 
of General Conference, but use our presence there to make clear 
the United Methodist Church's position of support for human 
and and civil rights of all persons, including the rights of gay, 
lesbian and bisexual persons. After meeting with representatives 
from Affirmation, Methodist Federation for Social Action and 
Reconciling Congregation Program, the Program Committee of 
the Commission on General Conference recommended that a 
significant chunk of plenary time (up to two hours) be devoted 
to that witness early in the agenda of Conference. 


Please turn to page three... 
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‘About YOUR Regional Gathering 


UM Clergywoman Reveals She is a Lesbian 


MINNEAPOLIS (UMNS) - Surrounded by friends 
and church supporters, a well-known United 


Methodist clergywoman revealed here publicly on 
July 15 that she is a lesbian. 


Because the Rev. Jeanne Audrey Powers _ had 
alerted the press and others of her intentions, the 
timing of the announcement was not a surprise. 


AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA 


..a Sustained standing ovation... 
VVVVVV VIII IVI IV VV VV VV VV VV VV 


But the reaction to her "coming out" sermon 
during the Reconciling Congregations Convocation 
at Augsburg College was warm and spontaneous 
and ended with a sustained standing ovation from 
about 375 convocation participants. 


The church's official policy says that, "Since the 
practice of homosexuality is incompatible with 
Christian teaching, — self-avowed __ practicing 
homosexuals are not to be accepted as candidates, 
ordained as ministers or appointed to serve in the 
United Methodist Church.” 


DAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA 
..."@ political act...an act of resistance...” 
VVVIVVIVIVIVIVVV VV VV VV VV VV V9 


Noting that "many, many people in our church" 
already are aware of her sexual orientation, the 
63-year-old clergywoman called her announce- 
ment "a political act," designed as "an act of re- 
sistance to false teachings that have contributed to 
heresy and homophobia within the church itself.” 


AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA 


...Powers has served the church for 37 years. 
VVVVVVIVVVV VV VV VV VV VV I IVVVV VIII 


A member of the Minnesota Annual Conference 
and staff executive with the United Methodist 
Commission on Christian Unity and Interreligious 
Concerns in New York, Powers has served the 
church for 37 years. 


She said she has no intention of withdrawing from 
the ministry or surrendering her ordination 
papers nor does she plan to indicate whether she 
is a "practicing" lesbian. 


AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA 


Practice..."makes no sense...” 
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In a statement released before the meeting here, 
she said "...no one has the right to know intimate 
details of any other person's loving sexual 
practices." Practice, she added, "makes no sense, 
for identity is a matter of ‘being,’ not 'doing.'” 


During her sermon, she pointed to the biblical 
story of Moses’ birth and how the Hebrew women 
and Pharaoh's daughter practiced deception to 
resist the decree that all Hebrew boy babies be 
killed. 


Powers said she believes gay and lesbian clergy 
can take "many positions" about their sexual 
orientations. While honoring those who have 
"come out" publicly and left the denomination, she 
said, that choice need not be made by all. 


AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA 
"[...choose the Church...because I believe in its 
transforming Spirit.” 

VVVVVVVVVIVVV VV VV VV VV VV VV VV" 


"I have chosen to swim against the stream in 
many areas of controversy because I truly 
believe that the Church is ‘the Body of Christ,’ 
called to share its message of healing, reconcil- 
lation and, yes, salvation," she explained during 
her sermon. "I do not choose the Church simply 
because I want to ‘belong’ but because I believe in 
its transforming Spirit." 


AAAAAAAAAAAADAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA 
...Bishop Sharon Brown Christopher...called 
Powers...a respected leader in the United 
Methodist Church." 

VVVVVVVVVIVVV VV VIII VV VV VV 


In a prepared statement, Minnesota Bishop Sharon 
Brown Christopher -- who did not attend the 
convocation -- called Powers "a distinguished 
ecumenist in the global Christian movement and a 
respected leader in the United Methodist Church. 


"Throughout her ministry she has invited the 
church to reflect theologically and make decisions 
about the hard issues of life," the bishop added. 


The bishop. said leaders of the Minnesota 
Conference "will respond to her current invitation 
in a manner consistent with the compassion of 
Christ as well as the covenant of United Methodist 
people formed by their General Conference and 


described in their Book of Discipline." 


Please turn to page Six... 
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Getting Ready, from page one 


I was appointed to serve on the 


committee planning that witness 
event, and headed off to an early 
June meeting in Denver with 
plenty of apprehension packed 
along with my sunscreen. Prior 
consultation--by phone and fax 
to Affirmation and MFSA col- 
leagues, and in prayer to "higher 
authorities"--helped to provide 
direction and grounding. I knew 
there would be support on the 
planning committee, particularly 
in the person of old_ friend 
Randy Miller, but wondered if 
others might want to change or 
dilute the agenda of the witness 
event. 


For the most part, my fears 


were unfounded. It was clear 
from our first session that 
everyone was "on the same 
page” as to the purpose of the 
witness event. The committee 
did its work well and efficiently 
to propose what I believe will be 
an historic moment for the 
church: A very prominent and 
public Christian witness for the 
civil rights of gay, lesbian and 
bisexual persons. 


The event will be clearly focused 


on the issue of "The Rights of 
Homosexual Persons,” seen--and 
I believe strengthened--in the 
context of the Church's historic 
support for civil rights in gen- 
eral. Dr. Leonard Sweet will be 
the featured speaker and Bishop 
Rueben Job has been asked to 
lead a "concert of prayer.” The 
gathering will be called to reflect 
on the oppression caused by loss 
of civil rights, with several 
witnesses sharing their stories, 
including Randy Miller speaking 
as a "gay man of color." 


there 


Surprisingly (for me) 
seems to have been a shift in 
thinking about this event in the 


minds of some church folk. 
Rather than see it as a churning 
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of the waters, it has been cast as 
a bridge--a_ celebration’ of 
something the church has done 
right early in the schedule of 
Conference, which could set the 
tone for respectful dialogue and 
the seeking of common ground. 


Not a bad idea, if it can work. 


Amazing if it can happen around 
"our” issue. 


See what I mean? Hold onto 


your hats! 


P.S. One blotch on this story 


is that the report of the planning 
committee's work by the United 
Methodist News Service included 
a list of those folk who would 
give testimonials concerning civil 
rights abuse. Among those, 
UMNS reported "a gay man of 
color will tell of the 
discrimination he experienced 
among the lesbian, gay and 
bisexual communities" (emphasis 
mine). 


The "gay man of color” is 


Randy Miller. I have talked to 
him and we are clear that this is 
inaccurate, and not what either 
he or I, or the committee, 
intended. We hope _ the 
inaccuracy is only’ in_ the 
reporting, possibly just bad 
choice of words. But we are 
checking it out with the office of 
the Commission on_ General 
Conference and the _ planning 
committee chair. 


Rebecca Ruth Richards 


¥ 


RCP Convo., from page one 


Bishop Roy Sano captivated 
participants in his daily Bible 
studies which provided a Biblical 
foundation for justice-seeking 
and reconciling ministries. 
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Some of the challenges facing the 
RC movement were explored in 
forums with Mel White 
("Challenges from the Right"), 
Toinette Eugene ("Struggling 
with Diversity") and a panel of 
Garlinda Burton, Bishop William 
Dew and George McClain 
("Issues Facing the UMC"). 


AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA 
A special performance...of RCP’s 


VVVVVVVVVVVVIVVVVVVVVVVY 


Undoubtedly a highlight of the 
weekend was the Saturday night 
celebration. Representative indi- 
viduals who have made a witness 
on behalf of justice for lesbian, 
gay and bisexual persons were 
recognized--Rev. Neil White- 
house, the first openly gay 
clergy candidate to be ordained 
by the British Methodist Con- 
ference; Charles Moore, who 
fasted during the Council of 
Bishops meeting to seek a more 
compassionate stance from that 
body; Diana Chalfant, lesbian 
coach fired from UMC-related 
Lindsey Wilson College; and 
Rich Rossiter, openly gay UMC 
clergy in Coloma, Michigan. A 
special performance of the RCP's 
10th anniversary musical, 
HOME: The Parable of Beatrice 
and Neal provoked an emotional 
response. 


The program allowed opportu- 
nities for more personal inter- 
actions between participants--in 
daily covenant groups, social 
gatherings and _ break times. 
Many participants found these 
chances to talk and learn from 
folks in other Reconciling Con- 
gregations, Campus Ministries or 
communities-on-the-journey 
most elucidating. 


The convocation was_ preceded 
by an historic gathering of 45 
youth, students and seminarians 
to begin working together to 
provide a stronger witness on 


Please turn to page seven... 
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RCs Seek to 
"Open Doors" 
for Everyone 


MINNEAPOLIS (UMNS) -- A 


national campaign to "Open the 
Doors" to all persons within the 
United Methodist Church, re- 
gardless of sexual orientation, 
was launched here during the 
July 13-16 Reconciling Congre- 
gation Program Convocation. 


Aimed at the April, 1996 Gen- 


eral Conference the campaign is 
an attempt to "do something 
different" to open church doors 
that have been closed to lesbian, 
gay and bisexual people and their 


families, according to Mark 
Bowman, the program's co- 
ordinator. 
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Judy Hicks 
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Mark Wilson 
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One woman in 


Goals of the "Open the Doors" 


project include registering 9,600 
individuals proclaiming them- 
selves as _ Reconciling United 
Methodists and the introduction 
of legislation to General Confer- 
ence by local churches, confer- 
ences or other groups which 
would prohibit discrimination in 
churches based on sexual orien- 
tation. 


Regional meetings, called 
"Knock-Ins," are planned in Oc- 
tober to provide training and 
ideas for the campaign. 


Members of the Reconciling 
Congregation Program now 
include 96 congregations, 11 
campus ministries and _ other 
assorted groups. YW 


Dallas 


Affirmation 


Affirmatiom Steve Blow, 
columnist for the Dallas Morning News, 
spoke at the June General Meeting. 
Members participated in a service 
project at Nueva Esperanza UMC where 
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Local Groups, Contacts and Charters 
Below is a map of all Affirmation: United Methodist groups and contacts. You can reach any of these groups 
by cali a 
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Affirmation Los 
Angeles meets the second Sunday of 
each month for programs, worship, 
refreshments and fellowship at Homan 
UMC at 7:00 p.m. For more information 


write to West Hollywood, 
CA or call 


Pride in Los Angeles. 


Nashville Affirmation In April, 


the group welcomed Susan Wilshire 


who spoke about her book A _Sister’s 
Story, about the way she and her 
family faced her brother’s last days 
and his death from AIDS. In June the 
group met for dinner and fellowship. 
Nashville Affirmation meets monthly 
for a potluck and a time of fellowship 
at Edgewood UMC, 1502 Edgehill 
Avenue. For information 
monthly meetings and other activities 
write to Affirmation, 

Nashville, TN 


Affirmation 


about ° 


Shalom Mimistries celebrated 
their second birthday party at a dinner 
held at Oregon-Idaho Annual 
Conference in Salem on June 15th. 
There are a variety of support groups 
are held throughout the week by 
Shalom Ministries. For more 
information about Shalom Ministries 
write to Portland, OR 


ME or call 


If your group was not mentioned in 
this issue, its because I haven’t heard 
from you. Please send a copy of your 
Newsletter or information about how, 
when, and where your group meets. Be 
sure to include a contact person, 
address or phone number. You can 
send all information to Fritz Schultz, 

San Francisco, 
CA 
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National Affirmation: United 
Methodists for Lesbian, Gay 
and Bisexual Concerns 
P.O. Box 1021 
Evanston, IL 60204 
Tel. (708) 733-9590 
e-mail UMAFFIRM@AOL.COM 


Affirmation Newsletter is 
published quarterly and is 
mailed to every member of 
National Affirmation. 


The official views of 
Affirmation are stated by 
the Co-Spokespersons. 


Opinions offered in signed 
columns, letters and articles - 
are those of the writers and 
do not necessarily represent 
the opinions of National 
Affirmation. 


We reserve the right to edit 


or reject any material sub- 
mitted for publication. 


Rev. Powers, from page two 


At its recent annual meeting, the 
Minnesota Conference approved 
a petition asking that the 1996 
General Conference delete "all 
exclusionary references" to gays 
and lesbians in the Book of Dis- 
cipline, including. the statement 
about ordination. 


A graduate of Mankato (Minn.) 
State University and _ Boston 
University School of Theology, 
Powers will be honored as a 
"pioneer woman" with Boston's 
Anna Howard Shaw Award this 


fall. W 
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From the Editor's Corner 


Putting More GAY Into Our LIVES 


Richard D. Mohr (an associate professor of philosophy at the 
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign) has suggested 
"Putting more gay into Gay Pride.” In a guest opinion piece in 
the June 15th issue of Bay Windows (New England's leading gay 
paper) he wrote: "To put more pride in Gay Pride, we need to 
put more gay there. 


"Consider gays’ first trip to the Supreme Court in nearly a 
decade. In April, our lawyers shamefully argued before the 
justices that in Boston's St. Patrick's Day Parade a banner 
identifying its bearers as gay conveyed no message at 
all...Right-wing Justice Antonin Scalia mocked that surely the 
banner ‘is an expression of pride in what gays are. How else 
does one show pride?’ And he was right.” 


And further he declared: "We need to conceptualize gayness as 
a relational property, a connection between persons, a human 
bonding...Gayness situates the gay person in social and inter- 
personal contexts...We need to stop claiming that gayness is an 
irrelevant property and begin recognizing that it is crucially 
important to people's lives and identitities, to social history..." 


As gay, lesbian, bisexual Christians, do we need to put more 
gay into our lives, our religion, our work? In our churches, do 
we need to stand up and say "Yes, I'm gay, and that's a very 
important part of me. You can't understand me, you can't 
begin to love me (as Christ has commanded us to love) without 
realizing just how important my gayness--my unique gayness-- 
is to me. It colors every portion of my life, it affects all of my 
relationships, it tells you who | am!" 


The biblical writers did not know about "sexual orientation”-- 
they wrote about what they perceived as heterosexuality gone 
haywire. That's because this is what they saw in their contem- 
porary world--heterosexuals indulging in homosexual acts. 
They had no inkling that homosexuals (as in “homosexual 
orientation) were the creation of "their God.” And their error 
has kept gays in hot water ever since! 


And this brings us to the crux of this column. Do we need to 
put more "gay" into our lives--our churches, our society? We 
are unique because we are gay. Our gayness shapes everything 
that we do, that we are, that we believe. 


Are we too Gay, or not too Gay? If that is the question, then 
what is the best answer (or answers)? And perhaps this is not 
the question at all--then what is the question? And does it have 
an answer? 


(Please note: The opinions expressed in this column are those 
of the editor and not necessarily those of National Affirmation. ) 
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Southeast Affirmation to Gather in Atlanta 
What's more important than the 1996 summer Olympics??? 
AFFIRMATIONS SOUTHEAST REGIONAL GATHERING, OF COURSE! 


At Grant Park—Aldersgate UMC, October 20-22, 1995, in Atlanta 


Grant Park-Aldersgate United Methodist Church will be the site for a unique opportunity this October. 
For the first time, at least in recent history, Affirmation will be gathering by regions this fall rather than 
as one national gathering. Grant Park-Aldersgate, a Reconciling Congregation in Atlanta, has graciously 
agreed to host those of us in the southeast. National Affirmation Council members from the southeast will 
be working with Affirmation members and friends in the area to design and prepare for the gathering, and 
will assist Grant Park-Aldersgate with the hosting. 


The weekend will include time to hear from and dialogue with an exciting United Methodist laywoman from 
Atlanta, Ms. Ginnie Tissan. She is a Bible scholar and member of St. Mark UMC. Many have enjoyed and 
appreciated her teaching in the area of the Bible and Homosexuality. 


Watch for many more details of this special gathering in an early September mailing that will come to those 
of you in the southeast. If any others reading this newsletter wish to receive the Southeast Region mailing 
about the October 20-22 event, please write or call National Affirmation: PO Box 1021, Evanston, IL 
60204, phone (708) 733-9590. See you in Atlanta in October!! 
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COUNCIL NEWS 


RCP Convo., from page three 


campuses. The presence of 
these youth and __ students 
throughout the weekend added Jeanne Barnett was elected a del- 
energy and passion to. the ast egate to General Conference at 
convocation. be 242 the  California/Nevada Annual 
— , Conference in June! This means 
she will be a jurisdictional dele- 
gate as well. Jeanne was also 
elected to a four-year term as 
the Lay Leader of the Califor- 
nia/Nevada Conference. Con- 
gratualtions, Jeanne! 


AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA 


church." 
VVVVVVVVVVIVIVVVIVIVVVVVVV 


The convocation was another 
watershed event in the journey 
of the RC movement. Partici- 
pants observed: "this was a 
life-changing experience..." “I've 
found a ‘home’ for me in the 
church..." "we are making a 
difference..." "I now have hope 
for the church.” Convocation we’ . | Co-Spokesperson, he said "Con- 
participants enthusiastically SUH LOMB aS ES EMSEt gratulations!" 
launched the RCP's "Open eee oe YW 
Doors” campaign between now HlGHiQers——have—been-—able—t0 

and the 1996 General Confer- : 
ence. This campaign will enlist fe 
the support of 9,600 Reconciling 
United Methodists to call on the vee? 
UMC to open its doors to all bid ——— 
persons, regardless of sexual = 
orientation. 


Alice Knotts was elected an al- 
ternate to her Jurisdictional 
Conference. And = Jeanne 
Knepper reports that when she 
told her D.S. that she had been 
elected National Affirmation's 


= 


==—personal—stories—of—our—re 
lationship—to—God—and—of God's 
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DSADLUNES 


| DEADLINE DATE PUBLICATION DATE 
: WINTER ee ee 
| October 17, 1995 : November 17, 1995 — 


! SPRING : oe : 
| February 1, 1996 March 1, 1996. | 


SUMMER : ee 
| May 15, 1996 dune 15, 1996 | 
: FALL 


| July 10, 1996 ies - August 10, 1996 
All submissions should he sert to: | 
Newsletter Editor 
P.O. Box 1021 


Evanston, IL 60204 


() P.O. Box 1021 


Evanston, IL 60204 


Or TO: 


